MEN OF POWER
down otir idols from their pedestals so tenderly that it
seemed an act of worship."   Yet his fresh thought was
not exactly welcomed.   It is hard for us to realize that,
as Bliss Perry says, "for decades the very name of
Emerson was a newspaper joke, a synonym of ab-
surdity and obscurity of thought."   Once, after he had
concluded a lecture at Middlebury, Vermont, the pre-
siding officer called upon a local clergyman to offer a
prayer with which to close the meeting.   The minister
offered this: "We beseech thee, O Lord, to deliver us
from ever hearing any more such transcendental non-
sense as we have just listened to from this sacred desk."
Emerson remarked afterward, "He seemed a very con-
scientious, plain-spoken man/'
Late in 1837 Emerson invited Carlyle to come to
Concord for a visit. But early in 1838 he had to re-
tract the invitation. "At this moment I would not have
you here on any account. The publication of my Ad-
dress to the Divinity College has been the occasion
of an outcry in all our leading local newspapers against
my "infidelity/ 'pantheism/ and 'atheism/ The writers
warn all and sundry against me, and against whatever
is supposed to be related to my connection of opinion,
etc.; against Transcendentalism, Goethe, and Carlyle....
I do not wish to embroil you in my parish differences.
. . . Just now, in Boston, where I am known as your
editor, I fear you lose by the association . . /*
That address to the graduating dass of the Divinity
College (Harvard Divinity School) had caused some-
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